THE  KNIGHTS  TEMPLARS
A further truce might, however, have been negotiated had it
not been for the treachery of Reginald de Chatillon. By
his first marriage he had become Count of Antioch, and on
the death of his wife had married the widow of Humphrey
de Toron- By bringing as her dowry the great fortresses of
Kerak and Montreal, she made Reginald perhaps the most
powerful noble in the kingdom. He was certainly one of
the most embittered, for he had been captured by the
Moslems in n6o and held captive at Aleppo for seventeen
years,
Reginald de Chatillon lived only for revenge.    Treaties
which interfered with his plans to kill and plunder the
Moslems he ignored*    He swept down on caravans on their
way to and from Meccaj in 1182 he seized Akabah (Ailah),
a centre for pilgrims on the way to the holy city of the
Moslems; and he attempted to penetrate to Medina, the
burial place of Mahomet.   Saladin had sworn to humble this
persistent breaker of treaties, but though the Moslem army
beseiged Kerak five times, Reginald beat off the attacks on
his stronghold.    Since Kerak seemed to be impregnable,
Saladin determined to strike at some other part of the
kingdom, and at the beginning of 1187 he sent an advance
guard of seven thousand men across the frontier.  This force,
under Saladin's son, Malek el Afdal, raided the country as
far as Nazareth without opposition, but on returning the
Moslems  were  met on  May  ist fay a  detachment  of
Christians,   It had been hurriedly collected by the Masters
of the Temple and the Hospital, and consisted only of six
hundred men, of whom a quarter were knights.   Only
Gerard de Ridefort and three Templars escaped from the
massacre of the Christians*
The main body of Moslems marched under Saladin to join
Malek el Afdal at Galilee, The combined army, eighty
thousand strong, made for Tiberias and captured that port,
with the exception of the castle. Guy of Lusignan called